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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 

DECEMBER 

1 - 4  College of Regional Ministers - San Diego, CA  

7  Committee on the Ministry (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

12   Executive/Personnel Committee (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

13 - 20  Christmas Offering promotion (for Regional ministries) 

15  Staff Planning Meeting (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

 

JANUARY, 2016 

11 - 13  Ministers and Mates Retreat (Hilton Garden Inn) - Orange Beach, AL 

15 - 17  Young Adult Winter Retreat - YMCA-Camp Chandler 

20  Commissioning and Ordination North (9:15 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

22 - 24  Youthtopia (youth grades 6 - 12) - YMCA-Camp Chandler 

27  Ministry Support Network (11:00 am - 2:00 pm) - Regional Office, Helena 

 

FEBRUARY, 2016 

2  Commissioning and Ordination South (9:15 a.m.) - United Christian, Montgomery 

6  CWF/Disciples Women Cabinet (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

10  Senior Adult Cabinet Planning (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office 

12 - 18  4-Member Delegation from Alabama-Northwest Florida to Honduras 

20  Division of Administration/Stewardship (10:00 a.m.) - Regional Office, Helena 

21 - 28  Week of Compassion Promotion 

27   Regional Board (10:00 a.m.) - First Christian Church, Birmingham 

29  Regional Committee on Recommendations Conference Call (7:00 p.m.)  

 
 

************************************************************************************* 

"We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As part of the 

one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.” 

    – 2007 Disciples Identity Statement 

 

The mission of the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region is to encourage and equip its congregations and 

pastors for the ministry of Jesus Christ in local communities and throughout the world, while seeking to 

nurture them into deeper relationship with God, with each other, and with the whole Church. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE REGIONAL MINISTER 

 For nearly 25 years the Disciples of Christ have been carrying 

out a ministry in central Alabama to some of the most vulnerable 

members of our communities; namely, children who lack the proper 

parental care.   Christian Services for Children in Alabama, Inc., 

serves a six-county area providing therapeutic foster care and services 

for family preservation.  Over the years of its existence, CSCA has 

been responsible for providing care for many children who may not 

have survived otherwise.  It has preserved families that might have 

remained broken.  It has given hope in seemingly hopeless situations.  

Dozens and dozens of lives have been transformed through the 

ministry of CSCA.   

 I am very proud that the Disciples of Christ launched this ministry in the early 1990s 

through the National Benevolent Association, a general ministry of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), which provided management and oversight for more than 20 years.  This 

ministry is a clear example of our being a “movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.”

 Beginning in 2014, CSCA was no longer under the management of the National 

Benevolent Association.  It became a separate non-profit entity and has formed its own 

governing board.  It has its own by-Laws, determines its own budget, and names its own officers 

and board members, and gives oversight to staff.  However, this ministry remains very much a 

part of the Disciples of Christ.  A majority of current board members belong to Disciples of 

Christ congregations.  They include: Dale Braxton, Maldonia Jackson, Gerri Johnson, Pat Parvin, 

and John Mobley.  The ministry is as strong as it ever was and Disciples all across the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region should be proud to support it.    

 Each year for the past two years, the Division of Mission has sponsored a Christmas party 

at the CSCA office building in Selma for the foster children and the foster families.  The 

Division has enlisted congregations to give leadership to this effort, providing food, gifts, 

entertainment, and even Santa Claus.  These children would likely not have a Christmas party 

without our efforts.  Members from Primera Iglesia Cristiana in Fort Walton Beach and from 

Grace Christian Church, Helena, sponsored the 2014 party and will also sponsor the 2015 party 

on December 19.  We will seek help from additional congregations in the coming years. 

 As you do mission planning for 2016 and beyond, please consider supporting CSCA with 

your prayers, your financial support, and with direct involvement.  Please contact me if you or 

your church is seeking ways to become more involved with this important ministry. 

 

Your Partner in Ministry, 

 

John P. Mobley 

Regional Minister 

CONGREGATIONS SEEKING A MINISTER 

   

Florence, First (associate) 

Hartselle, First (Jerry Ridling is Interim Minister) 

Huntsville, First (Cameron Douglas is Interim Minister) 

Meridian, First (Stan Wright is Interim Minister) 

Mobile, Azalea Hills (David Chambers is Interim Minister) 

Montgomery, First (Edd Spencer is Interim Minister) 

Pensacola, First (Paul Ingram is Interim Minister) 

 

 

 



 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSOCIATE REGIONAL MINISTER 

IS THE CHURCH FOLLOWING THE FOOTPRINTS OF JESUS? 

 

  Recently I was on sabbatical and during the time I stayed at the 

Monastery, I reflected on the footprints of Jesus and his purpose for 

coming into this world. 

   St. Luke 19:10 states,” For the Son of man came to seek and 

save what was lost.”  St. John 3:16-17 States, “ For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his 

Son into the world to condemn the world but that the world through him 

be saved.” 

  Therefore, since Jesus came to save us all, why is there so much 

turmoil in the world?  Every state in the United States and every Country seems to be experiencing 

turmoil. Hate and racism is once again the center focus - the uproar.  As Christians it is our job to be 

the hands and feet of Jesus.  

  Jesus answered that question over 2,000 years ago in St. Luke Chapter 10 when confronted 

with the question about eternal life.   To the expert in the law, the wounded man was a subject to 

discuss. To the robbers... the wounded man as someone to exploit.  To the religious men… the 

wounded man was a problem to be avoided.  To the innkeeper … the wounded man was a customer 

to serve for free…To the Samaritan…. the wounded man was a human being worth saving. To Jesus 

we were all worth dying for. 

  Confronting the needs of others bring out various attitudes in us.  Jesus used the story of the 

Good Samaritan to make clear what attitude was acceptable to him.  If we are honest, we often find 

ourselves in the place of the expert in religious law, needing to learn again who our neighbor is. 

  Roman 3:22-24 states “ there is no difference between the Jew and Gentile, for we all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace.’’ 

  So there is no difference, you, and me, people around the world, family members, co-

workers, and all our neighbors---- we “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  None of 

us is in this alone.   Paul’s intent is not to clarify that sin has a lot of company.  He is setting the stage 

for what Jesus came to do.  God goal from the beginning, when sin first entered the picture, was not 

to judge us; nor was it just to rescue us from eternal punishment.  God’s goal has always been to get 

us back with him.  But for this to happen, there needs to be a sacrifice, which we can’t pay. There is 

no difference whoever we are and wherever we live.  We all need Jesus to be that sacrifice of 

atonement for us.  

 Is the church following the footprints of Jesus?   In each and every situation we should ask 

how would Jesus handle this. Would he condemn, would he judge, or would he show love and 

compassion? 

  The Christian Church In Alabama - NW Florida  (Disciples of Christ) asked the question 

several years ago “Do you think racism is a thing of the past?  Think again. 

From that question a guide for congregations committed to giving witness to True Community  by 

embracing and Anti-Racist/Pro Reconciling Identity in the spirit of Christ was given to the churches 

for study and reflections, in order to understand racism and to bring healing, understanding and true 

community to God’s people. 

  The ANTI-RACISM TEAM in Alabama –Northwest Florida believes that we are the eyes 

and feet of Jesus and we together through Praying, Studying, Organizing, Relating, Giving and 

Working together can help bridge the divide in the world created by our Lord and Savior. 

 Lucie E Campbell wrote:  “Footprints of Jesus leading the way, Footprints of Jesus, by night 

and by day: Sure If I follow, life will be sweet! Saved by the prints of His wounded feet. 

They led to Bethany--- there’s where He stayed;-- They led to Gethsemane—There’s where He 

Prayed; They led to Calvary, and salvation complete, saved by the prints of His wounded feet.”   

  Is the church following the footprints of Jesus? 



 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING - DECEMBER 13 and 20 

 

 

       

 The 2015 Christmas Offering will be collected in most congregations on December 13 

and 20, 2015.  One hundred percent (100%) of what is collected by congregations in Alabama-

Northwest Florida will remain in Alabama-Northwest Florida to support ministries of this 

Region.  Income received from the annual Christmas Offering is essential to meeting the 

Regional Budget for the year.   Meeting the budget means that there is adequate funding for the 

following ministries: 

 * partnering with congregations that are in a time of ministerial transition 

 * providing funding and oversight for establishing new congregations 

 * assisting congregations in times of conflict or stress 

 * providing leadership development opportunities for all ages 

 * providing a camp/conference ministry for children/youth to aid in their faith formation 

 * supporting ministers and ministerial candidates as they follow God’s call 

 * planning events, such as Assemblies and Congregational Transformation Events, to 

inspire, inform, and challenge individuals and congregations in their journey of faith. 

 * communicating information from the larger church to the leaders in congregations 

 These, and many other ministries, are made possible through the Region.  Your gifts to 

the Christmas Offering will support the Region in its effort to be faithful to the tasks to which it 

is called.  Thank you, in advance, for your support.  

  

 

2015 CLERGY COLLEAGUE GROUPS 

 

           As we near the conclusion of 2015 we are marking the completion of another year of our 

Colleague Groups for clergy.  Throughout 2015 several ministers in the Alabama-Northwest 

Florida Region have been a part of a colleague group which has met monthly for worship, 

prayer, fellowship, and study/discussion on the topic of preaching.  Funding for the Colleague 

Group ministry was provided by the participants or their congregations, the Region, the Oreon 

Scott Foundation, and the Resource Center for Pastoral Excellence.  Ministers participating in 

this ministry are to be commended for their commitment to their colleagues and for their desire 

to continue in their growth and development as ministers.  Participating in the 2015 Colleague 

Groups were: Dale Braxton, Clint Coffey, Cameron Douglas, Gary Edge, John Gregory, Nathan 

Hartley, Tommy Morgan, Vivian Oliver, Willie Smith, Edd Spencer, Troy Tatum, Beth 

Thomason, Willie Timmons. 

 The Committee on the Ministry tries to offer the Colleague Group ministry every other 

year.  It is hoped that many ministers will want to participate in a group in 2017.  The focus of 

study and discussion for 2017 has not been determined. 

 

 

 



2016 MINISTERS AND MATES RETREAT - JANUARY 11 - 13, 2016 

 

 The 2016 Ministers and Mates Retreat will be held at the Hilton Garden Inn in Orange 

Beach, Alabama, on January 11-13, 2016.  Rev. Bruce Barkhauer, Minister of Faith and Giving 

for the, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), will be our guest keynoter.  

 

 The theme of the 2016 retreat is “Living an Abundant Life.” Rev. 

Barkhauer offers these words to those who will be participating: “Ministry 

is about helping people experience all that God wants them to experience 

in life.  Ministers preach and teach about things that contribute to a full 

and meaningful life.  But sometimes ministers (and spouses) struggle with 

dimensions of their own lives that are not life-giving.  In hopes that 

ministers will practice what they preach, this retreat will focus on the keys 

to the abundant living that God desires for all who give leadership to the 

Church.” 

 Bruce A. Barkhauer was called as the first “Minister for Faith and Giving for Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada” in 2010. For twenty-five years he 

has led congregations in Ohio and Indiana in achieving high levels of financial support for local 

and global missions and he now shares his experience across the life of the whole church. His 

energy, vision, and entrepreneurial spirit enhance gifts in both business and ministry. He brings a 

biblically based understanding about stewardship combined with theological integrity and weds 

them to the current trends and best practices related to spirituality and money. In his workshops 

and writings, Rev. Barkhauer also talks about the multiple understandings about stewardship in 

the biblical witness as they touch the whole life of a person of faith.  

 Bruce is a graduate of Ohio University (Athens), Christian Theological Seminary 

(Indianapolis), and did Doctor of Ministry studies at Ashland Theological Seminary (Ashland, 

OH). He is married to Laura and they share three grown children and one grandchild.  

  The Ministers and Mates Retreat is open to all ministers with standing---active or 

retired, commissioned or ordained---in the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Those who are 

under the care of the Committee on the Ministry in the Region are also welcome to attend.  Hotel 

information and registration forms are sent to all ministers with standing in October.  Please 

contact the Regional office if this information is needed.  Join us for a stimulating event, 

combined with opportunities for rest and relaxation in a beautiful setting. 
 

 

2016 YOUNG ADULT WINTER RETREAT 

January 15-17, 2016 
 

 The 2016 Young Adult Winter Retreat will be held at YMCA-Camp Chandler near 

Wetumpka, AL, on January 15-17.  The theme of the retreat is “Faith in the Midst of Tragedy 

and Loss.”  Mr. Monty Love, layman at First Christian Church, Huntsville, will be the guest 

facilitator.  The retreat will provide an opportunity for fun, fellowship, food, outdoor activities, 

and spiritual discovery.  All young adults are invited to be a part of this event. 

 Because of a generous subsidy from the Region, young adults may register for this retreat 

for only $50.  Registration information was included in the November Leader’s Packet and may 

also be found on-line at <www.alnwfldisciples.org>.  Please contact John Mobley, Regional 

Minister, if you have questions about the retreat. 

 
 

 

 

 



YOUTHTOPIA  

(Youth in grades 6 - 12) 

January 22-24, 2016 

 
 We are excited about our upcoming Youthtopia 2016 which will be held January 22-24, 

2016 at YMCA Camp Chandler. Our Theme is "And Who Is Your Neighbor?" and was selected 

to allow Youthtopia to blend with the upcoming theme of Regional Assembly to be held later in 

2016. It will run in our rotation style as we have done the past few years with some large group 

sessions, scattered throughout the weekend, and smaller break-out sessions throughout the day 

on Saturday. 

 Our Regional Youth Council members will assist in planning the event, and will serve as 

hosts to various groups representing our neighbors from around the globe. Rev. Laura 

Hutchinson will lead a rotation on our regional relationship with Honduras. The Well House in 

Birmingham, AL, will send a speaker to talk about its work in our neighborhoods. Additional 

speakers are making their final plans to attend as well. 

 We will also offer a couple of special group events. One is our own version of a CLUE 

game one night. In other words, we would have a mystery to solve like the board game CLUE, 

but instead it will require figuring out WHO helped a NEIGHBOR, HOW the neighbor was 

helped, and with WHAT OBJECT was the neighbor SERVED. For example, “Rev. John Mobley 

served the hungry with a soup ladle.” 

 We also hope to hold a poverty simulation on Saturday night to assist the youth in 

gaining a better understanding of the lives of many of our neighbors. The event begins Friday 

evening at 7 pm and ends on Sunday morning around 10 am. 

 We hope all of our churches will consider involving your 6th-12th graders in this event. 

For more information, please feel free to contact me via email at <nisha7@aol.com>. 
  

 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS for the 2016 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

             The 2016 Alabama-Northwest Florida Regional Assembly at First Christian Church, 

Florence, Alabama, will include sermons and/or presentations by some excellent leaders in the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Each of them is most qualified to help develop the 

theme, “...And Who Is My Neighbor?”  They include Rev. Dr. William Lee, Rev. Rebecca 

Hale, and Rev. Vy Nguyen. 

 Rev. Dr. William Lee served as Moderator of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada from 2006-2008.  For 37 

years Dr. Lee has served as Pastor at Loudon Avenue Christian Church in 

Roanoke, Virginia.  He and his congregation have been active in leadership in his 

community.  The Roanoke City Council named the Rev. Dr. William L Lee as 

the citizen of the year for 2011. 

 Dr. Lee received his Bachelors of Science degree in Special Education from Virginia 

State University with honors (Cum Laude) in 1974, his Masters of Divinity from the Divinity 

School at Duke University in 1978 and his Doctorate of Ministry Degree from Ashland 

Theological Seminary in June 2009.   

 Dr. Lee has served on numerous Boards of ministries related to the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ).  He has preached and given lectures at denomination-wide events and 

Assemblies.  He has given outstanding leadership across the life of the church for many years.   

 Dr. Lee has been married to the former Dana Barnes for 40+ years and they are the proud 

parents of two adult children, Aaron Michael and Sarah Barnes. 

 Dr. Lee will preach on Friday night and lead a workshop on Saturday. 

 

 



 

  

 

 Rev. Rebecca Hale serves as the NBA Vice President for 

Mission and Ministry. In her role, she supports the creation and 

implementation of mission programs of the National Benevolent 

Association. The position brings together her passion for supporting 

congregations as they seek to be missionally centered and nurturing 

partnerships across the life of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).   

 Prior to serving with the NBA, Rebecca worked in congregational and regional 

leadership for the Disciples church in Pennsylvania, Northwest Region, and Florida. She was 

called to serve as Transitional Regional Minister and President in both the Northwest and the 

Florida Regions of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Her denominational commitments 

also include working as the Transformational Partner for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in Indiana and she served for three years as chairperson for the Week of Compassion 

Advisory Committee.   

 Two core commitments energize Rev. Hale's ministry: The first is her commitment to 

helping Disciple communities explore landscapes for ministry opportunities and develop faithful 

missions based on assessment of those landscapes. This passion arises out of the theological 

commitment that "God so loves the world" and that the church exists to advance God's mission 

in the world.  The second core commitment to her ministry is partnership development that 

encourages communities to more clearly visualize and formulate a shared mission and to fulfill 

that shared mission in powerful life-changing ways. 

 Rev. Hale will preach on Saturday morning, lead a workshop and speak at the 

Women’s Luncheon on Saturday. 

 

 

          Rev. Vy Nguyen was called to serve as Executive Director of 

Week of Compassion in 2014.  He is a native of Viet Nam and came 

to the U.S. as a child with his family as they sought safety.  Through 

the ministry of Week of Compassion, Vy came to know the Disciples 

of Christ and became active in the church. 

           Vy holds a Master of Divinity from the Divinity School at the University of Chicago, and 

earned his B.A. in religious studies with a minor in environmental sciences from Texas Christian 

University. He joined Week of Compassion after serving more than 5 years with Church World 

Service for the Southwest Regional Office where he worked with congregations and donors to 

increase their fund-raising portfolio. Prior to his work with Church World Service, Vy worked 

with the Lutheran Volunteer Corps office in Berkeley, CA, where he strengthened relationships 

between volunteers, congregations, and non-profit agencies.   

           Vy and his wife, Linh Bui, live in Oakland, CA.   

Rev. Nguyen will lead a workshop and speak at the Men’s Luncheon on Saturday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2016 MEN’S RETREAT SET FOR MARCH 11-12 

  

         The annual Men’s Retreat is planned for March 

11 -12, 2016, at YMCA-Hargis.  For a nominal 

added cost, men have the option of arriving on 

Thursday, March 10, for fishing, hiking, and 

fellowship prior to the beginning of the retreat on 

Friday afternoon.  The Disciples Men’s Cabinet has 

put together a great retreat filled with fun, 

fellowship, and challenge for all men in the 

Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  The theme for 

the 2016 Men’s Retreat will focus on a Biblical 

prophet, Jeremiah.  The theme is “Reflections with 

Jeremiah:  Judgment and Hope."  The guest leader for the retreat will be Rev. Dr. Cameron 

Douglas (pictured right), Interim Senior Minister, First Christian Church, Huntsville.  The guest 

musician for the retreat is Wallace Lee, (pictured left), who is also a part of the staff at First 

Christian Church, Huntsville.                                             

 Cameron Douglas has been in ministry for more than 30 years, serving as pastor in 

congregations in the Indiana Region and the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region.  Most recently 

he has served as Interim Senior Minister with First Christian Church, Meridian, MS, and prior to 

that he served as pastor with First Christian Church, Decatur, AL, for eight years.  Cameron 

began his ministry in Huntsville in September, 2015. 

        Cameron Douglas completed his undergraduate studies at Purdue University, West 

Lafayette, IN, prior to obtaining his M.Div. from Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 

IN, in 1985.  He earned his Doctor of Ministry degree from Anderson University School of 

Theology, Anderson, IN, in 2003.  Cameron has been actively involved in the communities 

where he has lived, serving in leadership roles on agency boards.  He has been actively involved 

in the Regions where he has served, giving leadership in a variety of ways.  In Alabama-

Northwest Florida he has served on the Regional Board, the Program Committee on Church 

Development, and the Committee on the Ministry.  He served for several years as an instructor in 

the PEPP training program for ministry candidates.  Currently Cameron serves as Regional 

Moderator-Elect and will become Moderator at the 2016 Regional Assembly.  He and his wife, 

Diane, have two grown daughters. 

        Wallace Lee has served as the worship leader for the early worship service at First Christian 

Church, Huntsville, for more than 20 years.  He has been a part of the music ministry in several 

different churches and he has taught music in the public school system in Huntsville.  A native of 

Bermuda, Wallace completed his undergraduate studies at Alabama A & M University in 1995 

in music education.  He received his master's degree in music education at Alabama A & M in 

1998.  He has received numerous certifications from professional organizations for his 

accomplishments in music.  He will bring his keyboard to the Men's Retreat and will assist the 

men in praising God through music.                                                        

        The Men’s Retreat formally begins with dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and concludes by 

2:30 p.m. on Saturday.  All men of all ages are encouraged to participate in this time of renewal, 

inspiration, and fellowship. 

 Each year at the Men’s Retreat there is an important offering collection which provides 

resources for the Disciples Men to support specific mission efforts in and beyond the Region.  

Men’s groups in congregations are urged to collect their money in advance of the retreat so that 

each congregation’s gifts may be included with the offering collected at the retreat.  Registration 

forms and information on costs were included in the November Leader’s Packet.  The early-bird 

deadline for registration is February 26.  After that date there is an increase in the registration 

fee.  Please contact the Regional office if more information is needed. 



 

OUTREACH GIVING UPDATE 

 

 The giving by congregations in Alabama-Northwest Florida to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the four Special Day Offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, and Christmas), at 

the end of October,  2015, shows a 2.18% increase over the amount given for the same time 

period  in 2014.  Church-wide gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and these four Special Day 

Offerings have decreased by 3.25% from the year-to-date amount in 2014.  Gifts by Alabama-

Northwest Florida congregations to Week of Compassion through October, 2015, have increased 

by 56.57% over the amount given through October, 2014.  Church-wide giving to Week of 

Compassion, regular and designated, is showing a year-to-date increase of 4.5%.   Gifts by 

Alabama-Northwest Florida congregations to Reconciliation through October, 2015, have 

increased by 133.89% over the amount given through October, 2014.  Church-wide giving to 

Reconciliation, regular and designated, is showing a year-to-date increase of 13.1%. 

 Disciples outreach ministries are carried out in partnership between general ministries, 

ministries of higher education, Regions, congregations, and other related ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  The financial support given by your congregation 

enables this partnership to be effective in carrying out the ministry of  Jesus Christ.   Your 

commitment to our shared ministries is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 

 

The Senior Adult Retreat was held 

November 5-6, 2015, at St. Bernard 

Retreat Center, Cullman, AL.  Twenty-

six persons from across the Alabama-

Northwest Florida Region participated 

in the event.  The Guest Leader was 

Gary Edge, Pastor, Valley Christian 

Church, Birmingham, AL.  The theme 

was "Play! It's Not Just For Kids." 

 

 

 
Primera Iglesia Cristiana, Anniston, 

celebrated its 10th Anniversary on 

Sunday, October 25, 2015.  Pictured 

here (l to r) are:  John Mobley and 

Dale Braxton (Regional Staff), Roberto 

Rodriguez, (Pastor, Primera Iglesia, 

Birmingham),  Rev. Edwin Marrero 

(Guest Preacher from Puerto Rico), 

Laura Hutchinson (Pastor, First 

Christian Church, Anniston), and 

Carmencita Ortiz and Carlos 

Martinez, (Co-Pastors, Primera Iglesia 

Cristiana, Anniston). 

 

 

 



STATEMENT AFFIRMING AN ANTI-RACIST IDENTITY 
 

 Recognizing the division that exists within the human family due to the sin of racism, the 
Alabama-Northwest Florida Region confirms its commitment to the call of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be an ambassador of unity and reconciliation.  The Alabama-Northwest Florida Region 
confesses its own participation in the sin of racism and is committed to the dismantling of  
racism wherever it exists in its own institutional life and in the life and witness of its 
congregations.  
 Therefore, the Regional Board, on February 23, 2002, affirms all current and future 
efforts within the Alabama-Northwest Region to become an Anti-Racist manifestation of the Body 
of Christ.  This affirmation will be demonstrated through prayer, allocation of resources, and 
organized efforts to challenge racism wherever it exists within the Alabama-Northwest Florida 
Region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Primera Iglesia Cristiana, Ft. Walton 

Beach, FL, celebrated its seventh 

anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 1, 2015.  

Pictured with the congregation on the 

front row (just right of center) are Co-

Pastors Jose and Ana Diaz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregations that have formally committed to expressing “true community” 

through intentional efforts to work against racism and toward reconciliation. 
 

First Christian Church, Anniston 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Anniston 

Village Christian Church, Auburn 

First Christian Church, Birmingham 

Valley Christian Church, Birmingham 

First Christian Church, Dothan 

First Christian Church, Florence 

Snow Hill Christian Church, Ft. Deposit 

First Christian Church, Ft. Walton Beach 

Primera Iglesia Cristiana Hispana, Ft. Walton Beach 

Sellers Memorial Christian Church, Hayneville 

First Christian Church, Huntsville 

Grateful Life Community Church, Huntsville 

Madison Christian Church, Madison 

Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, Mathews 

First Christian Church, Pensacola 

Mt. Calvary Missionary Christian Church, Tuskegee 

Union Christian Church, Tuskegee 

First Christian Church of River View, Valley 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NEWS OF THE CLERGY 

 

            Pat Parvin has been called to serve as pastor with Village Christian Church, Auburn.  A 

service of installation took place on November 15.   Stan Wright began serving as Interim 

Minister with First Christian Church, Meridian, MS, on November 1.  Phillip Hayes completed 

his service on November 1 as Interim Minister with Azalea Hills Christian Church, Mobile.  

David Chambers began serving as Interim Minister with Azalea Hills Christian Church in early 

November.  Brad Henderson continues to serve as Transitional Pastor with Grace Christian 

Church, Helena. 

 Clifford Jackson was ordained into the ministry on November 22 at Sellers Memorial 

Christian Church, White Hall, where he serves as pastor.  La’Rue Smith Jr. has been approved 

for ordination into ministry.  A service of ordination is being planned for 4:00 p.m., Sunday, 

January 3, 2016, at United Christian Church, where La’Rue serves as pastor 

 Jan Watts has announced her plans to retire from active ministry on February 7, 2016.  

She has been serving as Minister of Music at First Christian Church, Birmingham. 

 

 

 

Clifford Jackson, Sr., was  ordained to 

Christian ministry on Sunday, November 

22, 2015, at Sellers Memorial Christian 

Church in White Hall, AL.  Pictured 

here (l to r) are:   Regional Minister 

John Mobley, Ester Jackson, Clifford 

Jackson, Sr., and Associate Regional 

Minister Dale Braxton, who delivered the 

ordination sermon. 

 

 

 

 

 

The youth at "Youthtopia" 2016 will be participating 

in a project through "Sole Hope" to make shoes for 

children in Africa.  The main material needed for this 

project are USED BLUE JEANS!!!  Two pairs of 

shoes can be made from one pair of jeans.  If your 

congregation is able to hold a BLUE JEAN Drive for 

us, we would be grateful.  We will also need scissors, 

sharpies, pens, large safety pins and gallon sized       

baggies. Jeans can be sent with youth to "Youthtopia" 

 or dropped off at the Regional Office by January 21st. 

 Other arrangements for getting them to us may be possible so contact me if that is needed.  We 

will also need financial support to help get the shoes to Africa so please feel free to make a 

monetary donation as well.  Money can be sent to Regional Office and earmarked for Sole Hope 

Project.  If you want to see more about what we are doing, visithttp://www.solehope.org 

 

Nisha Warbington 

nisha7@aol.com 

 

 

http://www.solehope.org/
mailto:nisha7@aol.com


 

THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA REGION EXPRESSES ITS SINCERE 

GRATITUDE TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE 2015 ANNUAL FUND 
(* denotes a Board member,  **denotes a staff person) 

 
David G. Aichele 

Mr. & Mrs. William Bagby 
Danny & Mona Barfield 

Dorothy  A. Battle 

Judy Blalock 
**Dale & Mercedes Braxton 

Bessie Brooks 

Steve & Allison Brown 
Larry & Cindy Burger 

Jose' & Edith Carreras 

George & Muriel Castillo 
*Jim & Janice Clifford 

Jerry & Sue Coffey 

Lucile Colee 
Charles Crow 

Joe & Dorris Cunningham 

Mr. Thomas Davidson  

Jerry Davis 

Bernard & Nancy DeVore 

*Cameron & Diane Douglas 
Charles & Donna Downey 

Sarah & *Stewart Draper 

George & Judy Dudley 
Gary & Stephanie Edge 

Harvey Fearson 

Phillip & Ann Gilbert 
Charles Graff 

John & Beth Gregory 

*Ed & Ginny Guindon 

Jeremy & *Mandy Harbin 
John Hard 

Nathan Hartley 

Brenda Henderson 
**Susan Henderson 

Carl Hinger 

Dottie Hughes 
Joe Humerickhouse 

*Laura Hutchinson 

Paul & Linda Ingram 
Mr. & Mrs. John Jackson 

*Gerri Johnson 

Mary Elizabeth Johnson 
Phyllis Kirk 

*Lola Kiser 

John Lambert 

Alan & Brenda Lindell 

Michael & Jacquelyn Longmeier 

Myra Mabry 
Jan Mackenzie 

Louis & Melinda Mapp 

*Carlos Martinez  
David & Betty Massey 

Jose' M. Matos Hernandez 

Eleanora Mauritson 
*Louis & Janice Maxwell 

James E. & Carolyn R. McGee 

Corliss McGill 

Andrea McNeill 
Jayne Meyer 

Alfred & Paulette Miller 

Wendell & Mary Miller 
**John & Valya Mobley 

Russell & Mary Morrow 

Mt. Zion Christian Church 
Catherine  Walker Murphy 

Hubert  C. Nall 

*Sheryl Nelson 
Terry & JoAn  Noland 

*Carmencita Ortiz 

Anne Phillips 
George Pinkston 

*Jan Pooley 

Don & Mitzi Pouncey 

*Stuart Price 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Redding 

Russell & Linda Reeves 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Renner 

Flora Richardson 

Jerry Ridling 
Ana Rivera-Acevedo 

Les & Robin Roberts 

Edward L. Robinson, Sr. 
Rev. Wallace & Judy Robinson 

Louise Sanderson 

Doris C. Shaw 

Joe & Martha Shelton 
Jim & Jerrye Smith 

Lester & Levornia Smith 

Edd & Mary Pat Spencer 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Spencer 

Bob & *Kay Stegall 

Diane & Tom Stephenson 
*Cynthia Stinson 

Jim & Rachel Storie 

Gary & Joye Taylor 
Kyle & Kathy Temple 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Templeton 

Johnny  & *Floretta Timmons 
Willie & Margaret Timmons 

Garry & Twila Tyree 

Mark & Dawn Underwood 

Valley Christian Church 

Margaret J. & Mack M. Vann 

Daren & **Nisha Warbington 
James & Lisa Watson 

Wes & Kathy Weathers 

Ben Webb 
Pete & Jean Willis 

Margaret Womble 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE ALABAMA-NORTHWEST FLORIDA ANNUAL FUND 
 

The Annual Fund is...... 

.....an invitation for individuals to give additional financial support for the ministries of this Region.  While the Region is 

supported through the Disciples Mission Fund and through the Christmas Offering, these dollars alone will not maintain 

current ministries and develop new ministries that are envisiond. 

.....an opportunity for individuals to make a difference in the lives of children, youth, young adults, men, women, pastors, 

and students.  Gifts to the Annual Fund directly impact people right in your own congregation and in neighboring 

Disciples of Christ congregations. 

.....an opportunity to undergird this Region so that we can achieve excellence in everything we do.  Nothing less is 

worthy of the Christ we serve. 

--------------------------------------------------------Please clip and return---------------------------------------------------------- 

Enclosed is my/our gift to help the Alabama-Northwest Florida Region continue its current ministries with excellence 

and to develop exciting new ministries which will strengthen congregations for mission and ministry. 

 

Name______________________________________E-mail____________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________________________State_____________Zip__________________ 

 

Phone____________________________Congregation________________________________________ 

 

Amount of Gift  $____________________ 

 
Payable to:  Christian Church in Alabama-NW Florida, 861 Highway 52, Helena, AL  35080 

 

Thank You for Your Support!!! 

 


